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the financial year were unsatisfactory, they were less
so than at one moment had been anticipated, and the
revenue was recovering.1
After three months of war both the British Agent
and the Egyptian Prime Minister, each from his
respective point of view, had good reason to be
satisfied with the situation. As far as appearances
went, Egyptian dissatisfaction with Great Britain was
not increased. The population had remained per-
fectly calm : and the various actions of the Council
of Ministers had been received without a word of
public protest. Great Britain, in fact, had succeeded
in attaining her objective without provoking distur-
bance. The more dangerous enemy subjects resident
in the country had been expelled or were interned.
The King's Forces lay astride of the Suez Canal, and
were in control of the three seaports of Egypt. In
these Imperial or War measures the Prime Minister
had not interfered, and his sympathetic attitude had
made a favourable impression among Englishmen.
In return he and the Council were permitted to
exercise much wider authority than they had done
in the past. So much was this the case, that of this
period it may be fairly said that the control of the
domestic business of Egypt had slid almost entirely
into the hands of the Prime Minister and his colleagues,
It was but fair that Rushdi Pasha should receive from
the British nation some recognition, however indirect,
of the loyal manner wherein he had observed the
provisions of the Decision of the 5th August. A less
scrupulous Prime Minister could have twisted the
situation to his own advantage and to the injury
1 Not only had receipts from all State-earning services fallen off,
but the Egyptian Government was called upon to finance or to
guarantee various emergency measures. Heavy calls upon the Reserve
Fund, standing then at .£5,000,000, were made. In the end, on the
31st March 1915, there was a Budget deficiency of £1,460,000.

